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The Hand of Jesus 


By the late Annie Johnson Flint 


.And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth 
his hand. — Mark 1:41. 


HE hand of Confucius wrote much in his 
time ; 

Philosopher, scholar, and teacher of men, 
He gave them his cold moral precepts to read 
And teach unto others again and again; 
But he wrought no great works and did 
naught that abides, 

He left to us only the fruit of his pen. 


The hand of the Buddha lies idly at ease, 
And folded and nerveless the still fingers 
rest ; 
Eyes. closed to the world with its sorrow and 
sin, 
He dreams of Nirvana and waits to be blest 
By that last state of nothingness, bliss all 
supreme, 
Where his soul can attain to its highest 
and best. 


The hand of Mohammed long wielded the 


sword, 
And its blade is still stained with the blood 
of his foe; 
His followers wage ‘ Holy War” in his 
name, 


Their road is a trail of destruction and woe ; 
They conquer by conflict, make converts by 
force, 
And dying in battle, win paradise so. 


But the hand of Christ Jesus was never at rest, 
Unheeding, uncaring, in selfish repose ; 
It never lay folded, inert, and supine, 
Too weak and too helpless to stay the 
world’s woes ; 
It flourished no sword, earthly power to gain, 
It wrote no re books for the students to 
read ; 
It was aga a forth in- pity to heal and to 
bless, 
And broke for the hungry the bread for 
their need. 
In love and compassion, it reaches out still, 
The pierced palm its pity and strength yet 
reveal, 
It is laid in forgiveness on sinners’ bowed 
heads, 
And its touch all life’s hurts and earth’s sor- 
rows can heal. 


Young People's Suicide 


There is something strangely abnormal 
in the suicide of a boy or a girl. From 
the standpoint of hopeless human reasoning 
there may be some semblance of reason for 
suicide toward the end of a long life, 
weakened and infirm, with nothing to look 
forward to. But for young people in their 
teens or twenties, facing a life-time of in- 
finite possibilities in service and happiness, 
suicide is a shocking wreckage of the normal 
outlook. A friend of the Times writes in 
a personal letter: “One of my boy’s col- 
lege mates committed suicide yesterday. 
She was a much lovelier girl than the en- 
closed newspaper picture indicates; golden 
haired, bright, and athletic. Her sweet- 
heart was accidentally killed a few weeks 
ago, and the poor child ‘obeyed that im- 
pulse’ and turned on the gas in a sorority 
house. How the poor young folks, with 
their overwhelming emotions, need the 
steadying power of Christ in their lives 
as the lusts of this present-century hurri- 
cane sweeps over them! Without it, they 
are like sailing vessels crowded with sail 
and no ballast whatever. There was noth- 
ing sordid about this tragedy. Just a heart- 
broken, finely-bred young girl who had 
nothing to hold her steady.” Here is a 
challenge indeed, to all of us who know 
the Lord Jesus Christ and the “safety, cer- 
tainty, and enjoyment” of “the. life that is 
Christ,” to evangelize these precious but 
lost young people crowding our schools 
and colleges and businesses in. every walk 
of life today. Otherwise their suicides will 


% 


multiply ; for after all, whether one is young 
or old, what reason is there for going on 
living while “having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world”? (Eph. 2: 12.) 


= 
Gold—and God 


It is not so easy to deal in gold as it 
used to be! In one of his powerful sermons 
many years ago Spurgeon said: “If you 
take a Bank of England note to the counter 
of the bank, in an instant that bit of paper 
turns to gold. If we take a promise of 
God to the mercy seat, it turns to what is 
better than gold—to our own good and 
the glory of the Father.” The banking 
illustration was true in Spurgeon’s day, 
and was true a few years ago, but it is 
not true today. Both Britain and the 
United States are “off the gold standard,” 
and they no longer stand ready to redeem 
their obligations in gold. This change in 
finances is an impressive reminder of the 
fact that the strongest of human: govern- 
ments, and the most sincere of human 
promises, may fail to carry through what 
was intended. But the second half of 
Spurgeon’s statement is as true today as 
when he first spoke the words; it was true 
millenniums before Spurgeon was born, and 
it will be true through all eternity. Gold 
standards may come and go, but there is 
One who is “the same yesterday, and to 
day, and for ever,” and therefore “all the 
promises of God in him are yea, and in- him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 
Cor. 1:20). 
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Strangers and Pilgrims 


Far down the ages now, 

Her journey well-nigh done, 

The pilgrim Church pursues her way 
And longs to reach her crown. 


O SANG Horatius Bonar, and his 
S quatrain might well serve as a motto 

to Mr. Broadbent’s book, “The Pil- 
grim Church,” dealing as it does “with 
the continuance through successive centuries 
of churches practicing New Testament 
principles.” What a story it is! Martyr 
churches, witnessing saints, undiscouraged 
preachers of the Word—a multitude no 
man can number of all nations and kin- 
dreds and peoples and tongues! Here has 
been the glory of the true and invisible 
Church. These are they-who have filled 





1 This editorial reviews “The Pilgrim Church,”’ 
by E. H. Broadbent. (Pickering and Inglis, 
London, Eng. May be ordered from The Times 
Book Service, 1721 Spring Garden St., Phila- 
delphia, $2.60 postpaid.) . 


up that which is behind of the sufferings 
of Christ for his body’s sake which is the 
Church. 


All the movements of the true Church 
have had common marks and notes. In 
the first place they were all Bible-initiated; 
Bible-fed, Bible-honoring, Bible-studying, 
and Bible-living. Sir John Oldcastle was 
burnt for promoting Bible witness. Directly 
after his death a law was passed decreeing 
that “whoever read the Scriptures in Eng- 
lish should forfeit land, chattels, goods, and 
life; should be hanged for treason to the 
king, and burnt for heresy against God.” 
K. von Schwenkfeld, who was the soul 
of the Reformation in Silesia, after his 
conversion through Bible-reading, described 
his own reading of Scripture as “a brood- 
ing over, seeking, boring into, indeed a 
reading and rereading of all — chewing, 
meditating, turning over, and thoroughly 
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thinking out everything.” An_ earlier 
Christian, the fourth century Spaniard, 
Priscillian, who was finally beheaded, — 


first known Christian victim of Church - 


persecution — described the Scriptures as 
being not only historical truth but at the 
same time a means of grace. “Every por- 


tion of it contains revelation, instruction, - 


and guidance for daily life.” Eleven manu- 
scripts of Priscillian’s writings were dis- 
covered in the University of Wuerzburg 
library in 1888. In these he constantly 
quotes Scripture and defends himself and 
his friends for their habit of holding Bible 
readings in which laymen were active and 
women took part. The Bible was the life 
of these Christians, and to their death they 
went with its words on their lips. When 
the preacher, Schuch, was sentenced to be 
burned at Nancy he said simply, “I was 
glad when they said unto me, Let us go 
into the house of the Lord.” 
the wool-carder of Metz, as member after 
member of his body was destroyed in tor- 
ture, continued as long as he could, sol- 
emnly reciting in a loud voice the words 
of the Hundred and Fifteenth Psalm: 
“Their idols are silver and gold, the work 
of men’s hands. They have mouths, but 
they speak not: eyes have they, but they 
see not. . . . O Israel, trust thou in the 
Lord: he is their help and their shield.” 
Their Bible witness was by word. Simon 
Menno wrote that while the priests were 
greeted by everybody as Doctor and Mas- 
ter he and his Mennonite co-workers were 
described as “corner-preachers and here- 
tics,” and a police instruction of the time 
read: “In order to arrest the leaders, 
teachers, bush preachers and corner-preach- 
ers of the sectaries, officials shall send spies 
into the hedges, fens, and moors, especially 
when there is full and continued moon- 
light, in order to discover their secret 
meeting-places.” The Waldensian apostles 
denied to themselves property, home, and 
married life that they might be solely dedi- 
cated to the ministry of evangelism. They 
usually traveled in the disguise of mer- 
chants the better to escape the stake and 
thus to prolong their ministry. Many, 
however, studied medicine and practiced 
while traveling as preachers. They went 
two by two after the apostolic model, 
an elder and a younger man together. One 
of these evangelists, Véron, spent twenty 
years traveling on foot through all the 
provinces of France, and so diligently 
sought lost sheep as to earn the name of 
“the Gatherer.” Sergius, an early Paul- 
ician leader of the eighth century wrote, “I 
have run from East to West and from 
North to South, preaching the Gospel of 
Christ until my knees were weary.” He 
worked as a carpenter, yet visited almost 
every part of the central highlands of Asia 
Minor. Between 842 and 867 a full hun- 
dred thousand of these Paulicians were 
burned, beheaded, drowned, and otherwise 
destroyed by the Eastern Church, the Em- 
press Theodora leading the persecution. 
Their foreheads were branded with the 
image of a fox, their eyes put out with 
the words, “You who are blind to spiritual 
things shall not look on sensible things.” 
Their Bible witness manifested itself in 
their lives. They were called Cathari, the 
pure-living, and Bogomili, Friends of God, 
acceptable to him, for their peace of mind 
and communion with God could not be hid 
from their neighbors. “Abraham my friend” 


And Le Clerk, . 
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(Isa. 41:8) was the Lord’s name for the 
patriarch, and these were of the starry seed 
of Abraham (Heb. 11:12) who confessed 
that they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth. These Bogomili worshiped God 
in their homes with no altar but with a 
table on which was laid the Bible. Byzan- 
tine persecution drove them westward into 
Serbia; the official Church there pushed 
them into Bosnia. In Bosnia they were 
the object of papal crusades and suffered 
so terribly that they finally threw them- 
selves into the arms of the Turk to escape 
the cruelty of Rome. There is today a 
large population in Bosnia of these sub- 
merged converts to Islam. 

They witnessed to God in their deaths. 
This was so usual that the word martyr 
at times almost became synonymous with 
death. When the Anabaptists were 
drowned in Zurich, those waiting their 
turn sang hymns in joyful expectation of 
their soon Home-going. In some cases 
the children of such Anabaptists were 
turned over to Catholics to be reared, with 
the understanding that if, when they 
reached eighteen years of age they had not 
abjured the faith of their fathers, they too 
should be executed. 

Finally it should be noticed that the wit- 
ness of these saints has been largely for- 
gotten. The lands they lived in are sunk 
in ecclesiastical death, and they themselves 
unremembered. They were the invisible 
Church as opposed to that visible Church 
with feet planted squarely on earth, burst- 
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ing with wealth, still lording it and tyran- 
nizing. In Bosnia there are vast numbers 
of Bogomil tombstones which have not 
only no crosses or other emblems upon 
them, but not even inscriptions. Those 
buried beneath them knew that their names 
were written in the Lamb’s Book of Life 
and were content to be forgotten on earth. 
Medieval Christians in Western Europe 
established homes for sick and poor, which 
were conducted by men and women calling 
themselves Christ’s paupers. Those for 
men were called Beghard, for women Beg- 
hine. These homes at times quietly shel- 
tered persecuted fugitives and were suspected 
of heresy. Many of those serving in them 
were put to death, and at the end of the 
fourteenth century they were simply con- 
fiscated by the papal authorities and turned 
over to Franciscan Tertiaries. Their Chris- 
tian founders were not merely forgotten, 
but the Franciscans received the credit for 
their good works. In fact, there can be 
little doubt that behind Francis d’Assisi 
was an undefined evangelical background, 
now forgotten, which may explain much 
that was attractive in that sentimental saint. 
It is even probable that the Spiritual Fran- 
ciscans (i Spirituali) were in association 
with the medieval evangelical sectaries. 
Their horror of “Babylon” suggests this; 
also the fact that some of them were burned 
(four in Marseilles in 1318), and that the 
Pope in the same year declared heretical 
their teaching that Christ and the apostles 
lived property-less lives. 
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What is Religion? 


An Ohio business man, a valued friend 
of THe SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs and who 
for many years has sent the paper to for- 
eign missionaries and other friends, has set 
down his thought on the question, “What 
is Religion?” The notorious Report of 
the Appraisal Commission has suggested 
this question, and the Times gladly gives 
the Ohio reader’s statement, with editorial 
comment. 


The popular definition seems to be that 
religion is “Man’s Way to God.” This, 
however, does not satisfy my mind, for re- 
ligion does not always lead men to God; it 
leads some to gods many and lords many; 
others it leads to the worship of some celes- 
tial body, such as the sun, moon, or stars; 
and to others still to the worship of de- 
mons. 


The definition of religion which seems to 
me to be the correct one is: Religion is man’s 
conception of, and attitude toward, some 
great overruling person or power. 

If this be a true definition, then to my 
mind Christianity is not a religion, for it is 
not man’s conception. No human mind 
could conceive of such a thing. Christian- 
ity is a revelation of God from God to man; 
it is unique; there is nothing like it, and 
it should not be classed or compared with 
any religion. 

The Times agrees most heartily that 
Christianity is not a “religion” in the ordi- 
nary sense of the word. As this reader 
points out, all man-made religions are false. 

Yet it is questionable whether the defini- 
tion of religion as necessarily “man’s con- 
ception of,. . . some great overruling per- 
son or power” is entirely justified by the 


facts. The Scriptures use the word religion 
in several passages, and not always to con- 
demn it. 

Paul, speaking to Agrippa, says that he 
lived “after the most straitest sect of our 
religion” as a Pharisee (Acts 26:5). By 
religion he referred to Judaism, or God’s 
revelation of himself as given in the Old 
Testament, although Paul undoubtedly, be- 
fore his conversion, lived also in slavish 
obedience to the man-made traditions that 
the Pharisees had added to the Old Testa- 
ment. 

Again, Paul speaks of “the Jews’ re- 
ligion” (Gal. 1:13), and the comment on 
this in the Scofield Reference Bible is 
illuminating, showing that, after the new 
dispensation of grace had come in, the 
Mosaic system, if still persisted in, became 
a mere “Jews’ religion.” 

Dr. Scofield also points out that the 
word “religion” or “religious” is used but 
five times in the New Testament. 

In a commendatory way, it is mentioned 
in James 1: 27, as describing the good works 
of the believer. 

If we think of true religion as that which 
God has revealed concerning himself and 
his Son and man’s sin and lost position, and 
the only way of salvation through Christ 
as Saviour, then the word may have its 
proper place. Thus Webster gives, as the 
second meaning of “religion,” “Christian 
faith and practice.” Christianity, of course, 
is a revelation from God to man, unique, 
and fundamentally and eternally different 
from all man-made religions. 
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Testimonies from lives transformed by grace 


The Gospel Among Belgian Smugglers 
By O. Vansteenberghe 














and demoralization, the worker in the 
vineyard of the Master finds much that 
would tend to drag him down. 

The work. of the Gospel in Belgium is 
no exception to that in other mission fields. 
There are real difficulties among the peo- 
ple, caused by the growth of discontent due 
to lack of trade. A source of anxiety to 
the Belgian Gospel Mission is the lack of 
financial means in face of growing oppor- 
tunities and needs. Yet the Lord is ex- 
ceedingly good to give us so many encour- 
agements. 

Precious among the many _ cheerful 
aspects of the situation are the visits we 
pay to the different posts where candidates 
for church*membership have to be exam- 
ined. One of my last visits of this kind 
was to Mouscron, where our beloved 
brother Robert Van Goethem has been 
laboring for many months. Mouscron is 
a frontier town between France and Bel- 
gium, where practically everybody has been 
or is connected directly or indirectly with 
smuggling. 


|: THESE days of universal depression 


The Result of a Tent Campaign 


Readers of THE SuNDAY ScHooL TIMES 
will remember how this post grew out of 
a tent campaign held last year. At that 
time hundreds had to be turned away from 
the crowded tent, so great was the curios- 
ity and the interest aroused. 

To go back to Mouscron after the tent 
had left was a sacred duty to the Belgian 
Gospel Mission. We could not remain deaf 
to the “Macedonian cry.” So we gathered 
first in a private home, later on in a rented 
house; and finally a building was bought 
on one of the many popular thoroughfares, 
and transformed into a hall seating a little 
over a hundred people. ’ 

That famous Saturday and Sunday of 
my visit to Mouscron I shall not easily 
forget. The whole of Saturday from 10 
A. M. until 9 P. M., with a two-hour inter- 
val for lunch, was given to interviewing 
candidates, thirty-six of them. I shall give 
only a few of the stories I heard, much 
condensed. 

The first to appear was Marcel, twenty- 
two years old. “I was,” he told us, “a 
smuggler, a good-for-nothing fellow, but 
the Gospel changed it all.” The boy is 
an orphan. He has a brother of thirteen, 
who is in an orphanage. Marcel would 
have become a danger to society in general 
and to his young brother in particular. Now 
he is a power for good and a protection 
for his brother. The struggle for Marcel 
is terrible, during these days of scarcity 
of labor. There is enough easy money to 
be had in smuggling, but this is out of 
the question for him now. 

M. and Mme. H. C. told us how’ they 
first came into contact with the Gospel, 
when they bought a New Testament from 
our Gospel car at Boesinghe. Curiosity, 
which, as Mr. Norton says, is the saving 
grace of the Belgian, attracted them. They 
found the book interesting, and at the first 


Since the early days of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission Mr. Vansteenberghe, 
a Belgian, has been one of Mr. Nor- 
ton’s right hand men. He is an ac- 
complished linguist, fluent in French, 
Flemish, and English, and his long and 
steady service has been invaluable to 
the Mission. In this article he gives 
an interesting picture of one of the 
newer posts. The Mission needs the 
continued prayer and support of its 
Christian friends, and those who would 
like to have a share in the work may 
send gifts to C. G. Trumbull, Treas- 
urer, 325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia. 








opportunity they went to listen to the Gos- 
pel preached in Mouscron. 

Noela, a girl of eighteen years of age, 
presents herself. She need not tell her 
story; her face, her voice, her whole de- 
meanor tell the past in unmistakable terms. 
If she cut her hair short and donned mas- 
culine attire, she could easily pose as a man. 
She behaved and fought like a man, too, 
when, before her conversion, she frequented 
the low-down dance halls of the low-down 
quarter of that low-down place called 
Mouscron. She was wild when her mother 
brought her down to the tent. She hated 
everything religious. But God loved her 
all the time, and one day the convicting, 
blessed Holy Spirit came to grips with 
Noela. Mrs. Van Goethem talked with her 
for hours, and finally both got down upon 
their knees, and that was the end of the 
old Noela. There is a new Noela now. The 
old external features are still there; there 
is still a roughness about her; but the 
other day she prayed so simply: “Lord, I 
am a brute,—take this brutishness out 
of me.” 


Looking Back on the Old Life 


And now Noela wants to be a member of 
the church. She is not alone, for, like 
Philip of old, she found her Nathanael in 
Leona, her friend, a girl of twenty, with 
whom she was wont to associate in her 
carousals. She had spoken to Leona and 
brought her to the meetings, and finally 
she was able to rejoice in her friend finding 
in the Lord Jesus the same Saviour she 
herself had found. 

One day it happened that Leona was not 
at the meeting and Noela was troubled. 
In company with Mrs. Van Goethem she 
went to the door of the dance hall where 
she feared, quite wrongly it turned out, 
that her friend might be. She went in 
while Mrs. Van Goethem waited at the 
door. A minute later Noela came out alone, 
her face as white as a sheet, and exclaimed: 
“How did I ever find satisfaction in such 
a hell-hole!” This gives one an idea of 
the change that has taken place in the girl, 
and how great was our gratitude to God 
to be able to accept these two dear girl 
friends into fellowship. 

Here comes Jacques, twenty-two years 
of age. He lives in a village not far away. 
He is a mason, and stays at home to help 


his parents and to keep his brother, who is 
a drunkard, from going completely wrong. 
He was gloriously saved, too, and since 
then has been studying French and the 
Bible with a view to entering the Bible 
School. As I looked at him while listening 
to his story, I could not help feeling that 
here was a boy who had in him the stuff 
of which martyrs are made. What a mir- 
acle of grace the Lord’ has worked in that 
heart! 

It is impossible to cite all the cases we 
heard, but of all it was true that without 
the Gospel their lives were hopeless. The 
Roman Catholic Church had nothing to 
offer them. It condones smuggling, and 
does not consider it a sin if a man tries 
to get out of paying the customs duties. 
The act becomes sinful if the smuggler 
who has been caught tries, by bribing the 
officers in charge, to get out of the penalty 
attached to smuggling. 


A Town of Sin and Ignorance 


In a town like Mouscron, where all vice 
like drinking, immorality, and gambling, is 
carried on on a large scale, where sin has 
lost all shame, where many children would 
be hard put to it to name their father or 
sometimes even their mother, where the 
ignorance of the people is so great as to 
be almost unbelievable, nothing is done 
by the Roman Catholic Church to alleviate 
the moral disease gnawing at the vitals 
of the community. As everywhere, the 
Roman Church thrives on ignorance, 

As we were going home after our day 
of heavy but glorious work, we saw two 
men standing by the road, a hundred yards 
from the French frontier. They were 
laden with tobacco, and waiting for dark- 
ness to fall and a signal to proceed along 
a certain route across the border line to 
an appointed place, where the tobacco 
would be worth four times as much as in 
Belgium. We went up to these men, and 
our brother Van Goethem gave them a Gos- 
pel which they promised to read. One of 
them expressed his sorrow at having to do 
this dirty work, but being out of employ- 
ment he could find no other way tc make 
a living. 

That night I went home with a sob in 
my heart. I could not forget the vision 
of those two men, who, driven by hunger, 
were willing to risk their lives for a few 
francs. The Devil is a hard taskmaster’ 

The following day we had the Com- 
munion service. The hall was filled almost 
to overflowing ; Christians from across the 
border had joined us, and during the Com- 
munion service it was as if a bit of Heaven 
had come down. Outside in the streets, in 
the houses, there were the music and the 
ribald songs, —the Devil presiding; in our 
hearts there were the joy and the hallelujah 
which find their source and echo in Heaven. 

Grace has transformed sin-stained hearts 
into temples of the Holy Ghost, and the 
little house in Mouscron into a place where 
God is honored. 


BrusseE.s, BeELcium. 
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“Saved in Childbearing” 


A side light on the Sunday-school lessons in this and the following 
issues, with a much needed message for Christian parents 


By R. G. Uhrich 














“Notwithstanding she shall be saved in 
childbearing, if they continue in faith and 
charity and holiness with sobriety” (1 Tim. 
2:15). 

( “m any woman gain Heaven because 
she is a mother? Not a few who 
read these words are inclined to think 

that somehow there is saving-of-the-soul 

value inherent in motherhood. Careful 
pondering over this verse would at once 
reveal that the kind of salvation here set 
forth has nothing whatsoever to do with 
the soul's eternal destiny. The little but 


all important word “if” shows that the en-. 


tailed conditions respecting conduct cannot 
permit its use to teach salvation from the 
penalty of sin. No one is saved from eternal 
punishment because he behaves, but because 
he believes in the Lord Jesus Christ as his 
Saviour (Eph. 2:8, 9). 

Furthermore, if the salvation here spoken 
of means that a woman’s eternal destiny 
can be affected by becoming a mother, 
what about “the unmarried” whom Paul 
commends? (1 Cor. 7:8.) Again, what of 
the Christian woman who is _ physically 
unable to bear children? Then again, what 
shall be said concerning the woman who 
bears many children but leaves this life 
rejecting Jesus Christ as her Saviour? 
Will she have her sins forgiven because 
she was the mother of children and at the 
same time spurned Christ as Saviour? 

In this passage the Holy Spirit: is not 
instructing womanhood how to become 
godly in nature, but how she as a Chris- 
tian may profit by “godliness” (v. 10) in 
her character. 

Usurping another’s office or position is 
probably the oldest sin concerning which we 
have any record. It was the great sin of 
Lucifer (Isa. 14:13); the fatal sin of the 
human family (Gen. 3:6). Who has not 
at some time felt this terrible thing rum- 
bling within himself? 


A Warning for All Christian Women 

Eve, the fairest of the fair that came 
from the loving hand of her Creator, be- 
came the deadliest device in all human ex- 
perience, all because she sought to usurp. 
She boldly entered a realm for which she 
was not fitted. She entirely ignored the 
warning of her Lord and Master. She 
disobeyed completely the counsel of her 
heaven-sent husband. She risked all and 
ruined all, because she usurped. 

This is that which causes such grave 
concern to express itself in words of Spirit- 
warmed warning. This is not for Pastor 
Timothy’s flock alone, but also for all 
Christian women of all the ages who are 
“professing godliness.” If any woman turns 
her back, spurning this salvation, she loses 
her part in the most glorious office God 
has ever given to woman; revealing in that 
act that with her mother, Eve, she is “de- 
ceived” (v. 14). 

It is evident that in this passage Paul is 
not laying down an immutable principle 
which applies equally to every woman in 
the church of the redeemed. The above 
noted exceptions and the immediate con- 


text (1 Tim. 2: 9-15) show this to be true. 
Paul is here doing what he so often is found 
doing in many places in the Epistles, lay- 
ing before the saints a regulation to com- 
bat a grave error. He is seeking to save 
the home of Christians for Christ by hav- 
ing the mother in the home see her glorious, 
God-given ministry. 

God has stored the Old Testament with 
“examples” (1 Cor. 10:11; Heb. 11) to 
help us understand many of the difficult 
statements in the New Testament. Let us 
therefore look into a certain Old Testa- 
ment home in ancient Israel and try to 
understand how a woman can be “saved in 
childbearing.” Let us here carefully note 
the tremendous force placed upon the truth, 
“if they continue in faith and charity and 
holiness with sobriety.” 


An Old Testament Mother 


Hannah (1 Sam. 1, 2) was one of the 
most wonderful mothers in all history. She 
instantly captures the heart of every de- 
vout reader. She was a great mother be- 
cause she bore a great son, given her by 
a great God, in answer to her great inter- 
cession induced by a great need, and there- 
fore wrought not only a great deliver- 
ance in Israel, but what may truly be 
termed so great a deliverance that it ranks 
nearly as great as the Exodus from Egypt. 

Hannah occupied a most unenviable posi- 
tion in her day. She had to share her home 
and husband with another woman (1 Sam. 
1:2). It seems that her husband, Elkanah, 
loved her more (v. 5) than his other wife, 
Peninnah. It is not unlikely that, after 
having been married to Hannah for a lov- 
ingly reasonable length of time and seeing 
their home being frowned upon by the rela- 
tives and friends, and Hannah in particu- 
lar, because of the continued absence of 
children, Elkanah sought to remedy the 
situation by taking a second wife. 

What a scene that home must have pre- 
sented! Peninnah, a jeering, jealous, plural 
wife; no doubt prompting her children to 
assist tantalizing and tormenting Hannah! 
On the other hand, Hannah’s fretting and 
crying (vs. 6, 8) would certainly not bring 
sunshine into overwrought Elkanah’s home. 

Can we imagine that household march- 
ing to Shiloh with the bands of pilgrims 
singing the Psalms of degrees as they 
marched? Imagine Hannah’s grief as the 
marching company sang the One Hundred 
and Twenty-seventh Psalm: “Lo, children 
are an heritage of the Lord: and the fruit 
of the womb is his reward. As arrows 
are in the hand of a mighty man; so are 
the children of the youth. Happy is the 
man that hath his quiver full of them.” 

“Year by year” Hannah continued to 
have a miserable time, both at home and 
at the feast. Was this because of her 
personal feelings? Was it because of a 
selfish desire to have a child? Did she 
long for a child to get revenge upon her 
tormentor in her home? Why was she “a 
woman of a sorrowful spirit’? (1 Sam. 
P15.) 

Religious conditions .in Israel. were in 
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a most deplorable state in Hannah’s day. , 


Eli, the high priest and judge, permitted 
by his indulgence and indifference the prac- 
ticing of the vilest abuses and immoralities 
on the part of his priest-sons, Hophni and 
Phinehas. ‘These two reprobates behaved 
themselves* in such a manner that “men 
abhorred the offering of*the Lord” (1 Sam. 
at iF): 

It surely must have been a rather com- 
mon sight to see a drunken woman going 
through the maneuvers of praying in “the 
temple of the Lord”; for Eli accused Han- 
nah of being drunk. Then again, any wo- 
man was taking a tremendous risk with her 
purity and reputation in going to the sanc- 
tuary. She would literally take her chas- 
tity into her hands by so doing (1 Sam. 
2:22). Could anyone criticize and con- 
demn any Christian woman for absenting 
herself from such an impure, filthy environ- 
ment? 

“When I am weak, then am I strong” (2 
Cor. 12:10), sang the apostle; but that 
was not the first time that that song was 
sung on earth. Over a thousand years be- 
fore Hannah sang that same song (1 Sam. 
2: 1-10); and why? 

In the face of the terrible conditions pre- 
vailing in Israel what can a poor, despised, 
sorrowing woman do? Especially when 
she is compelled to bear the stigma of be- 
ing considered cursed of God because she 
remains childless. What can Hannah do to 
rectify morality and bring revival in Israel? 
Shall she plan to usurp man’s place, and 
try to gain the priests’ office to cleanse 
religion? That is unthinkable; at least it 
was in that day! Shall she organize and 
institute a political party that will have as 
its chief plank.the impeachment of Eli the 
judge? Shall she put on a great crusade 
for political recognition in order to purify 
politics and insure the rights of women? 
It is very evident that something must be 
done by some one; but what? 


Hannah’s Prayer and Plan 


Hannah knew God. She also knew his 
promises, and the great as well as the most 
influential position he has given to a Chris- 
tian woman in the entire human family. 
She also knew that her God hears and an- 
swers the prayer of his child that rises 
out of a right spirit. As she prays, her 
deepest desire is brought before her Lord 
(1 Sam. 1:11). God has recorded for us 
that which old Eli was not permitted to 
hear, for she prayed silently. One won- 
ders what that old, faithless priest-judge 
would have said had he heard the cry of 
her burdened heart! If he could have 
heard, he would have heard a struggling 
soul storming the battlements of Heaven, 
pleading before the Throne of Grace the 
petition that was sounding the death knell 


for him as priest and judge, and his sinful’ 


sons as priests and preachers. Is it any 
wonder that “she spake in her heart; only 
her lips moved ... her voice was not heard” 
— by Eli? (1: 13.) She was asking of God 
a tremendous thing. She had a definite 
plan, the carrying out of which would begin 
in a seemingly very common, insignificant 
way —the birth of a baby boy! “Give 
unto thine handmaid a man child,” is her 
pleading cry. -Why a man child? If her 


sorrow was caused by nothing more than, 
being childless, what difference would it. 


make whether her child were male or fe- 
male? 
(To be continued next week) 
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LESSON 7. AUGUST 13. HANNAH 


International Uniform Lesson. —1 Samuel, 
Golden Text.—A woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised.—Prov. 31: 30c 


Chapters 1, 2 














The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is 1 Samuel 1: 9-11, 24-28; 2:1, 2 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 
1 Sam. 1:9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, and 
after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a 
post of the temple of the Lorn. 
10 And she was in bitterness of soul, 
and wept sore. 


11 And she vowed a vow, and said, O Lorp of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, 
and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a 
man child, then I will give him unto the Lorp all the days of his 
life, and there shall no razor come upon his head. 


24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with 


three bullocks, and one ephah of flour, and a bottle of wine, and 
brought him unto the house of the Lorp in Shiloh: and the child was 


and prayed unto the Lorp, 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


1 Sam. 9 So Hannah rose up after they had eaten in Shiloh, 
and after oar had drunk. Now Eli the priest was sitting upon his 
seat by the door-post of the temple of Jehovah. 10 And she was 
in bitterness of soul, and prayed unto Jehovah, and wept sore. 11 
And she vowed a vow, and said, O Jehovah of hosts, if thou wilt 
indeed look on the affliction of thy handmaid, and remember me, and 
not forget thy handmaid, but wilt give unto thy handmaid ta man- 
child, then I will give him unto Jehovah all the days of his life, and 
there shall no razor come upon his head. 


24 And when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with 
*three bullocks, and one ephah of meal, and a * bottle of wine, and 
brought him unto the house of Jehovah in Shiloh: and the child was 
young. 25 And they slew the bullock, and brought the child to Eli. 
26 And she said, Oh, my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am the 
woman that stood by thee here, praying unto Jehovah. 27 For this 
child I prayed; and Jehovah hath given me my petition which I 








young. 


25 And they slew a bullock, and brought the child to Eli. 


26 And she said, O my lord, as thy soul liveth, my lord, I am P 
the woman that stood by thee here, praying unto the Lorp. 


27 For this child I prayed; and the Lorp hath given me my peti- 


tion which I asked of him: 


28 Therefore also I have lent him to the Lorp; as long as he 
And he worshipped the Lorp 


liveth he shall be lent to the Lorp, 
there. 


2:1 And Hannah prayed, and said, My heart rejoiceth in the 
my mouth is enlarged over 
mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation. 


2 There is‘none holy as the Lorn: for there is none besides thee: 


Lorp, mine horn is exalted in the Lorp; 


neither is there any rock like our God. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


( for wom Gospel made a new world 

for women and children, for mothers 

and the home. It is fitting that 
among the human makers of that Gospel, 
a big place should be occupied by the faith- 
filled mothers. The supreme place inmethe 
preparation for God’s salvation was given 
to a woman, Mary the mother of our Lord. 
Among all those who pointed the way to 
Mary, none is a more beautiful foreshadow- 
ing than Hannah, the mother of Samuel. 
God called Gideon and Jephthah, and all the 
“ judges except Samson, in their strong. man- 
hood. But when he would raise up Samuel, 
he began with Hannah. The home is still 
God’s great recruiting ground for the 
heroes of faith through whom he will carry 
out his triumphant campaign. And _ the 
central figure in such homes is the mother, 
such a mother as Hannah, “a woman that 
feareth the Lord.” May multitudes of 
mothers and children in the homes of twen- 
tieth century America hear and heed the 
message of Hannah! 


The Historical Setting 

Eli, the first priest to be a judge, judged 
Israel for forty years (1 Sam. 4:18), 
which probably included a good portion of 
the forty years’ oppression by the Philis- 
tines (Judg. 13:1). The date of the birth 
of Samuel, which occurred about the mid- 
dle of Eli’s ministry or a little earlier (1 
Sam. 3: 19-21), has been fixed by scholars 
as early as 1171 B. C. and as late as 1113 
ne, 


asked of him: 
Jehovah there. 


28 therefore also I have ‘granted him to Jehovah; 
as long as he liveth he is granted to Jehovah. 


And he worshipped 


:1 And Hannah prayed, and said: 
My heart exulteth in Jehovah; 
My horn is exalted in Jehovah; 
My mouth is enlarged over mine enemies; 
Because I rejoice in thy salvation. 
2 There is none holy as Jehovah; 


For there is none besides thee, 


three years old. 


% % % % 


Verse by Verse 


1 Samuel 1:9.—So0 Hannah rose up after 
they had eaten. After her husband’s loving 
rebuke, Hannah apparently joined them in 
eating at the feast, but with a sorrowful 
spirit (v. 8). In Shiloh. A town of 
Ephraim, now Seilun, about ten miles north 
of Bethel; here the Tabernacle was located 
from the time of Joshua to Samuel (Josh. 
183/28: 102-52 > Feae. 186315 Jer.. 912). 
Eli the priest. Of the family of Ithamar, 
the youngest son of Aaron (1 Kings 2: 
27; 1 Chron. 24:3, 6). The temple of the 
Lord. The Tabernacle was so called be- 
cause it was at a permanent location, and 
additional rooms had been built around it. 


Verse 11.—She vowed a vow. A solemn 
agreement with God, indicating the per- 
sonal, definite way she is dealing with God 
(Gen, 28:20; Prov. 20:25). O Lord of 
hosts. The first occurrence of this name. 
The “Lord of the armies of heaven” is ad- 
dressed to petition the gift of a child. The 
affliction of thine handmaid. Not having 
a child was indeed reckoned an affliction 
(Gen. 16:11; 29:32). I will give him unto 
the Lord ...no razor come upon his head. 
He was not only to be given for the service 
of the Temple as a Levite, but was to be a 
Nazirite for life (Num. 6: 1-21), as Sam- 
son (Judg. 13:4, 5) and John the Baptist 
(Luke 1:15). 


Verse 24——When she had weaned him. 
Possibly at three years of age, as Hebrew 
women often gave suck till that time; but 
some believe it includes the period of early 
training, and that Samuel was eight or ten 
when taken to the Temple. With three 
bullocks. See Numbers 15: 8-12. 


Verse 28.—He worshipped the Lord 


Neither is there any rock like our God. 
1Heb., seed of men. 
Or, skin. 


Americam Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


*The Sept. and Syriac have, a bullock 
*Or, lent. 


of Religious Education. 


there. If Samuel was three when he was 
left in care of Eli, it indicates that chil- 
dren may truly worship when very young. 
Some think it refers to Elkanah. 


1 Samuel 2:1.—And Hannah prayed. 
This time aloud (1:13), and in words 
guided by the Spirit of God. Mine horn 
is exalted. The “horn” in the Old Testa- 
ment is a symbol of strength and victory, 
this being the first occurrence with that 
meaning (v. 10; 2 Sam. 22:3; Psa. 18:2; 
89:17, 24). My mouth is enlarged over 
mine enemies. Peninnah had been her 
enemy in reproaching her, but the thought 
is wider than any personal enemy; she rep- 
resents God, in conflict with his enemies. 


Verse 2.—None holy as the Lord. Con- 
tinuing to exalt the living God. The 
thanksgiving is not a personal, selfish one 
for the child. Neither is there any rock like 
our God. The rock, with its strength, its 
protecting shade, its endurance, its sure 
foundation, is a frequent symbol for God. 
But this word for rock points to God as 
the former or fashioner of all things (cf. 
Deut.. 32:15, 18, 30, 33;.2 Sam. 22:.3,. 32, 
47; 23:3; Psa. 18:31, 46, where the same 
word for “rock” is used), 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Hannah was a great mother. Deborah 
was a mother, but she was pre-eminently 
a prophetess. Hannah was a prophetess, 
but she was pre-eminently a mother. Great 
mothers make great men. Hannah com- 
bined the qualities that have made many 
mothers the mighty makers of history. 
First, she was a God-fearing woman, a 
daughter of Israel, belonging to the people 
of the living God, making his worship the 
central thing in her life. She had an eager 
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longing for children, recognizing that chil- 
dren are a rich heritage of the Lord (Psa. 
127:3). She was a praying mother. She 
was a woman of a meek and quiet spirit, 
not returning to Peninnah reviling for re- 
viling, and receiving gently her husband’s 
rebuke and Eli’s mistaken censure. Like 
Abraham, she believed God, before she had 
any evidence of the answer except God’s 
word of assurance through his priest. She 
was a mother who loved her boy, and 
trained him in the things of God. She 
was full of thanksgiving. But above all 
these things, Hannah thought of her- 
self and her child in the terms of God’s 
great purpose of salvation. She did more 
than put God first. She counted her son 
as part of God’s own plan; her song of 
praise shows that it was not personal, self- 
ish desire that moved her, but a zeal for 
God and his House and for his Anointed 
(1 Sam. 2:10). Let us likewise reckon 
every child as a gift of God, as one dedi- 
cated to a God-planned life, a life that has 
significance in terms not of a personal 
“career,” but in terms of God’s great re- 
demptive plans for the world. 


Lesson Outlines 

TRIAL AND TRIUMPH 

1. Hannah’s trial and testing (1 Sam. 
1: 1-8). 

2. Hannah’s trust and triumph (1: 9- 
28). 

3. Hannah’s thanksgiving and _testi- 
mony (2: I-10). 


HANNAH THE GREAT MOTHER 


See Heart of the Lesson for seven or 
eight characteristics. 


PRAYER THAT PREVAILS 


1. Earnest and urgent. 2. Definite. 3. 
Unselfish — for God’s glory. 4. Believes 
before seeing. 5. Thanksgiving. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Hannah’s Song and Mary’s. Hannah’s 
inspired song of praise has well been called 
the Magnificat of the Old Testament. Mary 
doubtless knew it by heart. Compare these 
two songs. Both are occupied with God 
and his salvation. Both open with exulting 
in God, rejoicing in him as Saviour, ac- 
claiming his holiness; and then the main 
theme of each appears to be God’s exalting 
the lowly and judging the proud, feeding 
the poor and hungry and sending the rich 
away empty. The songs thus set forth the 
whole theme of salvation, the conflict be- 
tween Christ and his great enemy Satan, 
God’s way in salvation is to raise up the 
lowly, that no flesh may glory. Hannah 
closes her song with a prophecy of God’s 
king and God’s Anointed, and thus prepares 
the way for Mary, the human mother of 
this Anointed One. 


Polygamy. The law permitted polygamy, 
as it did divorce, because of the hardness 
of men’s hearts (Matt. 19:8). But in 
every case suffering resulted from this de- 
parture from God’s order. 


Prayer and.its Hindrances. Five charac- 
teristics of prevailing prayer, as illustrated 
clearly in Hannah’s case, are suggested in 
the third heading under “Lesson Outlines.” 

1The moral standards of the Old Testament 
and their relation to the New Testament are 
discussed in “Can We Trust the Old Testa- 
ment?” a reprint of articles by Mr. McQuilkin 
that apeared in the Times (Columbia Bible 
College; Columbia, S. C., 25 cents postpaid). 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
acopy or $1 a dozen. 
. August 13.—Hannah. 1 Samuel, Chapters 1, 2 
. August 20.—Samuel. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 3, 7, 12 
August 27.—Saul. 1 Samuel, Chapters 9-11, 15 
September 3.—David. 
1 Samuel 16: 1-13; Psalm 78 : 70-72 
11. September 10.—Jonathan. 
1 Samuel, Chapters 18-20 
12. September 17.—Solomon. 
1 Kings, Chapters 5-8 
13. September 24.—Review: Some Early 
Leaders of Israel. 


on 


5° 


Fourth Quarter 
- October 1.—Saul in Tarsus. Acts 21 : 39; 
22:3, 27, 28; 26:4-7; Philippians 3 : 3-6 
2. October 8.—Saul in Damascus. Acts 9g : 1-31 








Study the following among the hindrances 
to answered prayer: Unconfessed sin (Psa. 
66:18), an unforgiving spirit (Mark 11: 
25; Matt. 5: 23, 24), selfish asking for our 
own pleasure (Jas. 4: 3), lack of persistence 
(Luke 11: 5-13; 18: 1-8), lack of earnest- 
ness (Jas. 5: 16-18), lack of faithe (Mark 
II: 22-24; Matt. 21:21), anxiety and lack 
of thankfulness (Phil. 4:6, 7), lack of 
prayer (Jas. 4:2). 


Practical and. Personal Applications 


Put the child in its God-given place. 
Children should be longed for and prayed 
for before they come. They should be 
dedicated to God and trained for him. They 
should be led to full surrender to Christ 
in their earliest years. They should be 
controlled, especially in this age of lawless- 
ness. Let every child know that God has 
a plan for his life, and that he may find it 
and follow it. 

Put God in his right place: in the home. 
Establish the family altar. This is a heri- 
tage no child should miss. Avoid all bitter- 
ness or anything that would mar loving 
unity in the home. Children are quick to 
copy. Let parents avoid a critical, fault- 
finding spirit, or scolding, or anger, or 
other traits they do not want the children 
to imitate. 


Pray prevailing prayers. Learn the secret 
of Philippians 4:6, 7. Bring every anxiety 
to God in prayer, and then believe. Peace 
is sure to follow. Note the prayer sug- 
gestions under Special Topics and Lesson 
Outlines. 

Be patient in tribulation, and look for 
the glorious outcome. Hannah, like Job, 
saw the end of the Lord, that he is gracious 
and full of compassion (Jas. 5: 11; 1 Thess. 
3:33 Acts 14: 92; G:- 26: 1 Pet. 4: 39; ‘13; 
Rom. 9:2; Phil. 1: 29, 30; 2 Cor. 6:10). 
Note God’s will for us in dealing with tribu- 
lation: John 16: 33; Romans 5: 3-5; James 
1: 2-4, 

Relate’ all life: interests to God’s great 
plan of redemption. As Livingstone deter- 
mined to put no value on anything he pos- 
sessed or might possess except in relation 
to the Kingdom of God, so let us do, with 
children and with all lesser gifts of God. 


Believe for your child’s salvation. God 
is no respecter of persons. Hannah was 
sure of Samuel’s salvation and his service. 
Let us believe God when we dedicate our 
children to him; The promise of the Holy 
Spirit is for them (Acts 2:39). Let us 
claim it. 
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Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


True praise looks beyond the gift to the 
Giver. 


God gave Samuel to Hannah; Hannah 
gave Samuel to God; God gave Hannah 
three more sons and two daughters. 


Trials drive us to God: blessed be trials! 


God’s blessing is upon the mother who 
dedicates her children to the things of God, 
and woe to the mother who dedicates her 
children to the things of the world, — danc- 
ing, movies, cards, and all the lusts of the 
world that go with them. 


Hannah prayed for children; many mod- 
ern mothers not only pray against having 
children, but sinfully plan not to have them. 


The spread of modern birth control goes 
hand in hand with the spread of Modern- 
ism’s denial of God’s truth and the spread 
of lawlessness. 


Eli was a fearful failure as a father, and 
this failure brought distress to all Israel 
and to the future generations: parents, have 
your children in subjection! (1 Tim. 3: 
4, 5.) 


We do well to water many of our prayers 
with tears, especially prayers for lost souls 
(Heb. §°7; Rom. 92: 3-33 16:1; Hos; 19: 
4). 


Before a child knows how to talk he may 
know something of God and his love, and 
his first lispings should include prayers at 
his mother’s knee. 


Sorrow is sinful when: it is selfish or 
when it is inordinate: we are to serve the 
Lord with gladness and to rejoice always, 
even during times of sorrow (1 Thess. 5: 
16-18; 2 Cor. 6: 10). 


CotumsiA, S. C. 
ye 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times _ staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT phrase is several times repeated in 
Hannah’s story that seems the key to 
her character ? 


2. What phrases in Hannah’s Song are 
strongly reflected in Mary’s, in Luke’s Gospel ? 


3. What was God’s. reward to Hannah for 
“lending” Samuel, her firstborn son, to him? 


4. Give a brief outline of Hannah’s char- 
acter. 


5. How early may begin the spiritual char- 
acter building of a child? 


6. As demonstrated by Hannah, what is the 
dedication of a child by his parents to God? 


7. Can you mention four other mothers in 
Israel who had testing with regard to prayer 
for a child? And who were the children? 

8. Was Eli responsible for the sins of his 
sons? Should good parents always have good 
children ? 

9. What are some of the enemies of a 
modern home that would hinder children from 
having such an inheritance as Samuel had? 

1o. Can you mention four or five charac- 
teristics of God’s way of givitig, as illustrated 
in Hannah’s experience? 





Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Lesson for August 13 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTeRIAL: Let each child- bring 
his or her mother’s picture, 











E’RE having a regular Mother’s day 
today, aren’t we? 

Our lesson is about a mother and her 
little baby boy. Hannah had asked God 
to give her a son, and had promised to 
give him to God all his life. So just as 
soon as Samuel was old enough to leave 
his mother, she took him up to the taber- 
nacle and left him there with Eli, the priest, 
to serve God. Hannah still loved him with 
all her heart, and made him a new little 
coat each year and took it up to him; and 
I know Hannah prayed for Samuel each 
day. And Samuel loved and honored her. 

I wish you would each hold up your 
mother’s picture. What a lot of mothers! 
How many of you love your mothers? 
How do you show her that you love her? 

If she loves God, she may have given 
you to him for service. Are you going 
to honor her by giving yourself for willing 
service to God? 

Maybe she doesn’t know about Jesus 
Christ. If you love her very much, I know 
you will want to go home and tell her what 
you have learned about Jesus Christ. 

Let’s all hold up Mother’s picture once 
more while we repeat together, “Honour 
thy father and thy mother.” 


Mopesto, CAL. 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to seni anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure ta note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday §chool 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. , 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

The Queen’s Question Answered.— 
Then I will give him unto the Lord all 
the days of his life (1 Sam. 1:11). 
“Where did all these learned men come 
from?” asked Queen Victoria of John 
Bright, at a dinner table. She had found 
him very difficult to talk to, and the con- 
versation had been lagging. “From babies,” 
he replied. At this the Queen burst into 
laughter. The ice was broken, and from 
that moment there was no loss for words. 
It is from the same source that the future 
members of our church must come, and, 
therefore, the necessity for beginning to 
train the young at the earliest possible 
moment.—From The Sunday School World. 
Sent by J. A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 


John Wanamaker’s Precious Memories. 
— She bare a son, and called his name Sam- 
uel, saying, Because I have asked him of 
the Lord (v. 20). When he was advanc- 
ing in years, and when he had time from 
the cares of the great store that he had 
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built and from his many public duties, John 
Wanamaker wrote of his mother: “My 
first love was my mother, and my first home 
was on her breast. My first bed was upon 
her bosom. Leaning little arms upon her 
knees, I learned my first prayers. A bright 
lamp she lit in my soul, that never dies 
down nor goes out, though the winds and 
waves of fourscore years have swept over 
me. Sitting in my mother’s old armchair 
which she loved because her first-born son 
gave it to her forty years ago, I am writ- 
ing this in the evening twilight. With the 
darkness falling, I seem to lose myself in 
the flood of memories, and to feel that the 
arms of the chair have loosed themselves 
to become my very own mother’s arms 
around me again, drawing me to her bosom, 
the happiest place on earth, just as she 
used to do in the days and nights long 
gone by. I feel the touch of her little 
hand on my brow, and I hear her voice 
as she smooths my hair and calls me her 
boy, her very own boy.”—From The Pres- 
byterian, Sent by Ruth B. McDowell, 
Mooers, N. Y. 


Who Is Most Responsible ?—As long as 
he liveth he shall be lent to the Lord (v. 
28). An Indiana judge has ruled that in 
future truancy cases he will sentence the 
parents to one day in the county jail for 
each day their children miss school with- 
out good reason. Usually that is where 
the fault lies, both in public.school and 
Sunday-school. A greater judge than the 
Indiana one will hold many parents respon- 
sible for the manner in which they have 
neglected the religious instruction of their 
children—From The Expositor. Sent by 
Mamie D. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


The Shamrock Heckler.—Neither is 
there any rock like our God (1 Sam. 2:2). 
A street preacher in London was preach- 
ing to a crowd that had gathered around 
him. It was at the time of the Shamrock 
races, and every one was talking of the 
event. A ruffian on the edge of the crowd 
thought he would have a little fun, so he 
called in, “Mr. Preacher! What do you 
know about the Shamrock?” The preacher 
never paused, but went right on. A sec- 
ond time the disturber called in, “I say, 
Mr. Preacher, what do you know about 
the Shamrock?” Still the preacher paid no 
heed, but preached right on. Finally the 
third time, not to be silenced, the ruffian 
called again, “Mr. Preacher! I’m asking 
you what you know about the Shamrock!” 
This time the preacher paused. The crowd 
became very still. Pointing upward with 
one hand, he said, so clearly and distinctly 
that every one could hear him, “On Christ, 
the solid Rock, I stand; all other rocks are 
—sham rocks!”—From Young People’s 
Delight. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Carthage, 
Ape 2 


Angels and Needles.—His mother made 
him a little coat (v. 19). Centuries ago 
idle men discussed the question, How many 
angels can stand on the point of a needle? 
A faithful pastor in Scotland returning 
home one night saw the mother of seven 
children, herself a widow, mending the 
clothes of her bairns. “I know now,” he 
said to his wife as he came in out of the 
dark, “I know now how many angels can 
be supported on the point of a needle,” and 
then he told what he had seen.—From 
Louis Albert Banks, in “Hero Tales.” Sent 
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by W. S. Bowden, Claiborne, Ohio. Prize 
illustration. 


Fractions and Mothers.—His mother 
made him a little coat (v. 19). <A teacher 
in one of our public schools put this ques- 
tion to little James in: the arithmetic class, 
“James, suppose your mother made a peach 
pie, and there were ten of you at the table 
—your mother and father and eight chil- 
dren—how much of the pie would you 
get?” “A ninth, ma’am,” was the prompt 
answer. “No, no, James. Now pay atten- 
tion,” said the teacher. “There are ten 
of you. Ten, remember. Don’t you know 
your fractions?” ‘Yes, ma’am,” was the 
swift reply of little James, “I know my 
fractions, but I know my mother, too. 
She’d say that she didn’t want any pie.”— 
From Presbyterian National. Sent by Ruth 
B. McDowell, Mooers, N. Y. 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Your Mother.—And she vowed a vow 
... J will give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life (1 Sam. 1:11). Samuel 
is one of the greatest men of the world’s 
greatest and most enduring nation, and he 
begins his career by having the right sort 
of mother. A noted writer has said, “The 
first thing a man should do, who wants 
to achieve success is to select the proper 
kind of mother.” This is the smart man’s 
way of saying, “The mother makes the 
man.” Happy and fortunate is the man 
whose mother is one of the sort who will 
“give him unto the Lord all the days of his 
life’ before he is born (Prov. 31: 28). 

Have I ever told you about our experi- 
ence at Del Monte, the swell hotel in Cali- 
fornia, the other summer? Her Majesty 
and I were sitting in the lobby watching 
the four hundred young women of the 
Alpha Chi Omega fraternity which had 
come there for their convention. The only 
cigarette smoker in evidence was a woman 
of middle age, dressed a la mode, and pull- 
ing away on a cigarette in a long holder. 
She was blowing the smoke through her 
nose and also trying to make rings. Two 
boys of about an age to be the woman’s 
grown-up sons came along, and both were 
smoking cigarettes. 

One boy nudged the other and then threw 
his thumb in a hitch-hiker jerk over toward 
the woman and said, loud enough for Mrs. 
Ridgway and me to hear, 

“How’d ya like to have a thing like that 
for your mother?” 

“Nix for me,” was the reply. 

“Mary, there’s your answer to the qués- 
tion ‘Should girls smoke?’ ” I said. 

The leaders of the present generation 
have not come from tobacco mothers, Size 
up the smoking girls you know. How 
rarely do you find a really sweet, lovely, 
attractive girl burning tobacco. The kind 
of girls mother used to be. The smokers 
bring forth; bodies. 


Safe Boys and Girls.—She . . . brought 
him unto the house of the Lord (v. 24). 
To me-on~ of the happiest and most cheer- 
ing sighf in the church of which I am a 
membey is the line up before the pulpit 
of the young fathers and mothers with baby 
in dad’s arms, for baptism, promising with 
God’s help to bring up the child in “the 
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nurture and admonition of the Lord” (as 
per Eph. 6:4). 
It is also interesting to notice when adults 


and older children are taken into the church - 


sO many report having been. baptized in 
infancy. Indicating that the vow taken 
years before has been as faithfully kept as 
that of Hannah. 

There is with many, much concern about 
the “rising generation’” I find, from a 
rather extensive reading, this “concern” 
has always existed from the dawn of his- 
tory. There are two kinds of “young peo- 
ple.” Those who are tied up with “the 
house of the Lord,” and those who have 
no use for “the house of the Lord.” 

Now here comes a fact no one will dis- 
pute. When the boy or girl is tied up to 
the house of the Lord there is no “con- 
cern” about that unit of the “rising gener- 
ation.” No singing of that old dirge, 
“Where is my wandering boy tonight?” 
(Isa. 54:13; Prov. 28:7). 

As most readers of the Corner know, 
I have had for years a mission Sunday- 
school in Rock Run, and am. also interested 
in a colored kindergarten in another part 
of town, “The Neck.” This colored school 
has been conducted by a devoted white 
womar for many years. The aldermen in 
town are unanimous in saying that in all 
the cases that come before them they never 
have any of Ridgway’s Rock Runners or 
Miss Binder’s Kindergartners. Indeed, one 
New York City Judge says of the 17,000 
juvenile cases that have come _ before 
him, there are no Sunday-school boys and 
girls, ° 


Our “Hannahs.”—And. Hannah prayed, 
and said, My heart rejoiceth in the Lord, 
...J rejoice in thy salvation (2:1). When 
a woman can truthfully say, “My heart 
rejoiceth in the Lord,” and in addition, “re- 
joiceth in his salvation,” she is likely to be 
the mother of outstanding men. And I 
mean highest grade carpenters, machinists, 
farmers, and school teachers, all artisans 
and professional “ringers,” as well as man- 
ufacturers, bankers, statesmen, and so 
forth. 4 

All you have to do is to look into the 
genesis of the leaders among men and 
women and you will, find in almost every 
case there was the Hannah sort of mother 
or grandmother. 
Ruth in the ancient day. John Wesley and 
his mother Susannah in a modern day. 
Catherine, the mother of the Salvation 
Army Booths in a recent day. Indeed, a 
whole army of 
mothers goes marching through the pages 
of history. 

Every now and then some young man 
does a big thing that puts him-on the front 
page. Then the alert newspaper reporter 
gets busy to find out all about the -man. 
The facts about the mothers are dug 
up. They are found to be of the Hannah 
sort. 

You do not find the “get there” men and 
women were mothered, weaned, and raised 
amid tobacco smoke, cocktails, and gam- 
bling influences. Remember the dramatic 
incident of the Garfield inauguration that 
thrilled the whole world? His first act 
as President was to turn to his old mother, 
a modern Hannah, and give her a kiss. 
Thrice blessed that man whose mother is 
a Hannah (Isa. 49: 23; 1 Tim. 5: 1-6). 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


David and grandmother ’ 


noble sons of Hannah. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Central Theme: 
from God. 


1., Hannah’s- request of God. 


Asking and receiving 


2. How, when, and where I may talk to 
God. 


3. The answer to Hannah’s prayer. 











LITTLE child once said, “I suppose 

God could not look after everybody, 
so he made mothers to help him.” An- 
other little boy was told by his mother that 
it was God who made people good. “Yes,” 
he replied, “I know it is, but mothers help 
a lot!” 

It is about mothers that we are going 
to think today, and especially about one 
— but she was not a mother when we first 
hear of her. 

Hannah (for that was the name of this 
woman) had no littie boy or girl of her 
own, and she did want a little boy very 
much, so one day she went to God’s house, 
and. there she asked him to give her one. 
You know’ God always hears when we ask 
him. for anything, and he loves us so much, 
he always gives us what we ask for if he 
sees it would be good for us. 

Stress the fact that no one can really 
pray without receiving an answer from God, 
although it may not be just the answer 
we want. Let the children look up Mark 
11:24. Only the Son of God, the Creator 
of all things, could have said such words! 
Only he could make such a wonderful 
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promise. Explain that we can lift up our 
hearts in prayer at any time, about every 
little: detail of our lives, but stress espe- 
cially the need for a quiet time alone with 
him-every morning and evening. 

We must not ask God to do things for 
us, and expect to do nothing ourselves. 
God will not allow us to be lazy, and do 
things for us which we should do for 
ourselves. If you lose your school pencil 
and ask God to help you to find it, you 
must get up and look for it! Two little 
girls were on their way to school one day. 
They had not started as early as usual, 
and began to be afraid they would be late. 
One said, “Let us kneel down, and ask 
God not to let us be late.” The other: said, 
“No, I shall run as hard as I can, and 
while I am running, I will ask him to 
help me to get there on time.” 

Tell the beautiful story of Hannah’s 
prayer, especially stressing her faith. She 
carried out the commands in Psalm 37: 5. 
“Commit . . . trust,” and we read in I 
Samuel 1:18: “Hannah... went her way, 
and did eat, and her countenance was no 
more sad.” 

We find God’s response to her faith in 
the next verse, “The Lord remembered 
her. . . . She bare a son, and called his 
name Samuel,” which means “Asked of the 
Lord.” 

Expression Work 

Let the children compare their Memory 
Verse (Col. 3:20) with Ephesians 6:1 
and 2 and Exodus 20:12; and then look 
up what is said about the Lord Jesus when 
he was young, in Luke 2: 51. 

York, Ene. 








As a mother stills her. child, 
Thou canst hush the ocean wild; . 
Boist’rous waves obey Thy will _ 
When Thou say’st to thems‘Be still!” 
Wondrous Sov’reign of the sea, 
Jesus, Savior, pilot me. 



































Lesson for August 13 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the human relationships in 
which thou hast placed us. Thou hast given 
us responsibilities and privileges in all these 
relationships. We rejoice that they include so 
many opportunities for rendering service to 
others, and honor where honor is due. To those 
of us who have responsibilities of parenthood, 
we pray that thou wouldst vouchsafe the_gifts 
of wisdom, patience, love, and appreciation, so 
much needed in our own spirits in dealing with 
those of our household. If we have respon- 
sibilities as children, wilt thou teach us the 
right attitude toward our parents, those who 
have laid down so much of life for us. May we 
put thee first in considering the duties and 
privileges of this life, and be faithful in all 
things. In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Sometimes it is said 
that it is not so much “child training” that 
is needed as “parent training.” It is a 
. good thing for those of us who are parents 
to think about that pretty carefully. It is 
a good thing for those of us who are chil- 
dren to think about what we can do for 
Father and Mother if they are still with us 
in this life, and how we may show forth 
the value of their training in the most im- 
portant things. This woman about whom 
we have studied today, Hannah, put God 
first. in the life of her child, and what he 
became was attained under God’s guidance, 
until the boy Samuel became the great 
leader Samuel, and guided others. Whether 
we are parents or children, it is needful 
that we get our relation to God clear, and 
firm, and then the best of life follows after 
that, here and hereafter. I wonder if we 
are getting things in their right places as 
we go along? Do we realize what ought 
to be put first? Let us try to do that and 
give God the praise and our loyal faithful- 
ness. Let us pray. 





GOD FIRST 
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Your Class of Girls 


By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
God’s Great Leaders in Israel: 
How They Kept the Faith 

Hannah prayed to God... and —? 


A WIFE in trouble — what an ordinary 
theme for present-day stories — the 
kind your girls read in every magazine 
they pick up. So you will have little to 
do to catch their attention to such a story 
from the Bible—they are popular just 
now! But what 2 different story this one 
of Hannah’s is from those your girls are 
reading in current fiction! What a differ- 
ent woman Hannah was from the usual 
restless, unsatisfied, “repressed” wife of to- 
day, seeking “self-expression” at any cost 
to herself or others! How different was 
Hannah’s heart’s desire, and how different 
Hannah’s way of attaining it from her 
modern sisters! Let’s study Hannah a bit: 

First, what was her trouble? What was 
the one thing lacking in her otherwise 
happy situation? A little son was wanted. 
Oh, how Hannah longed for the baby boy 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





He Invented the Foods 
Shot from Guns 


You owe these puffed foods, and all your delight in them, to 
Prof. A. P. Anderson. 

He was seeking a way to break up starch granules so the 
digestive juices could get to them. So he blasted the starch gran- 
ules to pieces by an explosion of steam. 

When he did this, he found that he had created the most entic- 
ing cereal foods in existence, 


Note the curious process 


The whole wheat or rice kernels are put into sealed guns. Then 
these guns are revolved, for forty minutes, in a heat of 550 degrees. 
This terrific heat turns the moisture in the grain to steam, and 
the pressure becomes tremendous. 
_ Then the guns are fired. Instantly the steam explodes every 
granule into myriads of particles. The kernel of grain is ex- 
panded eight times. It becomes four times as porous as bread. 


Puffed Wheat, 10c—Puffed Rice, 15c 


There was never a cereal food half so delicious. Never one 
more digestible. 

Think of unbroken wheat or rice berries puffed to eight times 
their size. They are so porous that they melt in the mouth. Yet 
they are crisp. 


Let the Children Know 


Get Quaker Puffed Rice, and Puffed Wheat today. Let 
the children decide which they prefer. Don’t wait till tomorrow 
—order them now. 
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Exact Size of Grains After Being Puffed 


Made only by The Quaker Oats Company 
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so far denied her! Such a devoted and 
tender husband (1 Sam. 1:8), wholly one 
with her in this great desire, and completely 
her confidant in her trouble. Is not here 
a fine thought for your young girls, look- 
ing to marriage as the near step in their 
lives. True, the background of Hannah 
and Elkanah’s home and life was very 
different from our Christian standards for 
home today —theirs being Oriental and 
Jewish — but in a way this situation with 
the other wife only throws Elkanah’s de- 
votion to the childless Hannah into higher 
relief. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 
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Then, see Hannah’s way of attaining this 
deep, soul desire of hers for a son — through 
prayer. She might have sought revenge 
upon her taunting companion, or resorted 
to some trickery to produce a son, but in- 
stead she only went up to the house of the 
Lord and prayed. But how she prayed! 
Read aloud with your girls those careful 
verses describing Hannah’s prayer (1 Sam. 
1:9-16). When a soul is in truth “poured 
out before the Lord,” the answer comes, 
and comes in joy! How well if your girls 
can learn this early in life. 

Last of all, read with the girls the nam- 
ing of the baby boy who came in answer 
to such praying (v. 20), the story of Han- 
nah’s “lending” Samuel to the Lord in his 
early childhood (vs. 21-28) for the length 
of his life, and then of her mother-like de- 
votion to the little absent son, making him 
a new little robe to take’to him, year 
by year, as he grew, and going faithfully 
up to Shiloh to continue to worship the 
Lord (1 Sam. 2: 18-20). Verse 21 (chap. 
2) adds a lovely postscript to this lovely 
story of a praying mother. 


Home Study 
Read Hannah’s prayer (1 Sam. 2: I-10) 
and compare it with Mary’s (Luke 1: 46- 
55). Memorize verses 1, 2 and 8-10 of 
Hannah’s prayer. 
Decatur, Ga. 
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Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
*“Mother.” 


Discussion: Let the fellows suggest vari- 
ous ways in which they may pay their debt 
to their mothers. 

Objective: Seeing God’s hand and pur- 
pose in the gift of a good mother. 


Beginning: 











AY, fellows, it so happens that I am 

preparing this lesson about Hannah for 
you on “Mothers’ Day” —three months in 
advance of the scheduled time for you to 
discuss it in class. At Sunday-school and 
church services today I saw many young 
people wearing a pink flower, as a tribute 
of respect and love for the “living mother” 
—while many older people, like myself, 
wore a white flower in memory of the 
mother who had “passed on.” 

Hannah was one of the most wonderful 
mothers in all history. Many of you, when 
you read her brief story in the first chap- 
ters of 1 Samuel, will be saying to your- 
selves, “My mother was like that; she 
prayed for me before I was born, and oh, 
how many times afterward!” I cannot tell 
how many people have told me that. And 
I could say it myself. 

Fellows, you may not know it, but your 
mother’s prayers have served as an anchor 
for you in many a storm. If you know you 
had; or have now, a praying mother, lift 
up your heart to God and thank him. It 
is better than if she left you a great for- 
tune. 

Old Eli saw Hannah’s lips moving as 
she knelt in prayer, but he could hear no 
words. Only God heard. That was suffi- 
cient. One night in Chicago, with some 
reckless young fellows I was celebrating 
my twenty-first birthday. I was a-thou- 
sand miles from home and much impressed 
by the fact that I had come of age and 
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was “my own man.” In that night’s cele- 
bration came to me a momentous tempta- 
tion that threatened my moral and spiritual 
welfare. As I wavered in indecision I was 
bantered by my companions and taunted 
with being “a sissy.” What difference 
would one night make? This was a special 
occasion, In the crucial moment, like a 
flash there came before me a vision of my 
mother. She was kneeling in prayer, just 
as I had-seen her many times. I heard no 
words, but I distinctly saw her lips mov- 
ing, and I knew she was praying for me. 
I decided instantly —and from that mo- 
ment I cut that bunch cold. It was a turn- 
ing point in my life. 

Three weeks later I was back home 
again, and in the evening I sat in the twi- 
light on the front porch alone with my 
mother. With my head down in her 
lap, I told her every detail of that 
birthday night. I felt the hot tears drop 
from her eyes upon the back of my neck, 
as she pressed her arm over my shoulder, 
saying: “My boy, I spent two hours on 
my knees praying for you that night. I 
had been thinking all day of its being your 
twenty-first birthday. Oh, how I begged 
God to keep you. I knew not what your 
temptations would be, but I knew you were 
in a great city, and so far away from any 
warning word I might say. But I just 
asked Him to bring you back to me as clean 
as you went away.” 

She weighed but ninety pounds, fellows; 
she was very frail. But the power of that 
prayer, lifted by the Spirit of God, swept 
across the mountains and the plains and the 
rivers and the vast city —a thousand miles 
away —and snatched her boy as a brand 
from the burning. 

Oh, the power of the mother whose lips 
move in prayer. Thank God again and 
again for her, fellows. 


GreENssoro, N. C. 
we 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for August 13) 


1. Hannah was a worshiping woman (1 
Sait. 057, 20; 10. 36, 26; 265 2% then. 
Worshiping the Lord in sincere prayer was 
the habit of her life. 


2. Compare 1 Samuel 2: 1-10 with Luke 
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Lesson for August 13 


1: 46-55, noticing the following: “my heart 
rejoiceth in the Lord” (Hannah), “my spirit 
hath rejoiced in God my Saviour” (Mary) ; 
“there is none holy as the Lord” (Hannah), 
“holy is his name” (Mary); verse 4 (Han- 
nah), verse 51 (Mary); verse 5 (Hannah), 
verse 53 (Mary). 

3. Thereafter God gave to this woman three 
other sons and two daughters to keep with 
her in her home (1 Sam. 2: 21), 

4. Hannah was a woman of prayer; of 
self-denial; of thankfulness; of industry; of 
maternal love. 

5. Even before birth—2in the prayers of 
the mother. 

6. It is the full surrender of the child to 
God, with the earnest prayer that he will be 
received and fully used of God, all to the 
glory of God. 

7. Sarah for Isaac, Rebekah for Jacob, 
Rachel for Joseph, Elisabeth for John the 
Baptist. 

8. Eli was condemned because he knew the 
iniquity of his sons and “he restrained them 
not” (1 Sam. 3:13; Deut. 21: 18-21). Par- 
ents have much to do with training their chil- 
dren in the right way, but there is another 
factor quite as definite as the parent’s re- 
sponsibility, and that is the: individual respon- 
sibility of the child. 

9. Worldliness, questionable amusements, 
Modernism’s false teaching, secularism in the 
public schools, neglect of the family altar, 
multiplied activities outside the home, love of 
pleasure, absorption in business, low spiritual 
and moral standards, unspiritual church or 
Sunday-school. 


10. He gave in answer to earnest prayer, he 
gave after delay and testing, he gave definitely 
what was asked, he gave far above what was 
asked — five additional children, he gave when 
his own Name was to be glorified. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Aug. 20. Worshiping God Out-of-Doors. Psa. 
8:1-9. (A worship service.) 





Sunday, August 13 


What the Poets Say About God 
(Psa. 70-: 1-5) 





Mon.—God’s mercy (Psa: 103 : 13-18). 

Tues.—God’s justice (Psa. 89 : 13-18). 

Wed.—God’s fatherly care (Psa. 147 : 1-11). 

Thurs.—God’s providence (Psa. 91 : 1-16). 

Fri—My Shepherd (Psa. 23 : 1-6). 

Sat—“We are His offspring’ (Acts 17: 
23-29). 




















INCE poetry is one of the earliest 

forms in which the literary taste of a 
people begins to express itself, it is rea- 
sonable to expect that some of the “holy 
men of God” who “spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1: 21) 
should have used the medium of verse. And 
we find that this is the case, for in the 
Bible some of the most profound and basic 
truths about God are found in poetic form. 

ye 

It will repay us to take our Bibles, pref- 
erably a Revised Version which will show 
clearly the poetic arrangement, and notice 
some of the great, divinely inspired poems, 
that they contain. 

Almost the entire Book of Job is a 
magnificent epic poem. It speaks of the 
majesty and power of God. It tells of his 
holiness and justice and of his love and 
mercy. And it answers the great question, 
“Why must the righteous suffer?” 

The Psalms are almost too well known 
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to us as inspired verse to need any com- 
ment. What would we do without the 
comfort and assurance of such poems as 
the Twenty-third Psalm or the Thirty- 
seventh, or the lofty worshipfulness in the 
Ninety-seventh and One Hundredth 

Psalms? 

And so we might go on to the poetic 
wisdom of Proverbs and’ the intimate com- 
munions of the Song of Solomon. We 
should not overlook some of the shorter 
poetic utterances such as the hymn of praise 
that Moses sang in Exodus 15, when God 
delivered the Israelites from the power of 
Pharaoh; Hannah’s song of thanksgiving 
when she presented Samuel to the Lord 
(1 Sam. 2); Mary’s beautiful expression 
of humility and consecration in Luke 2, 
and Simeon’s hymn of worship in the same 
chapter. 

oe 

From the days of the early Church a 
number of poetic conceptions of God have 
come down to us, such as the fourth cen- 
tury hymns of Saint Ambrose, 

Before the ending of the day, 
Creator of the world, we pray. 
and 
At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 
Praise to our victorious King. 

“In the fifth century we find such writers 
as Prudentius, and later, Bernard of Cluny, 
Thomas Aquinas, Thomas of Celano, a 
number of whose hymns are preserved for 
us in our present-day hymnals. 

Then followed Pope and Addison, the 
Wesleys, William Cowper, and many others 
whose poems have been set to music and 
form the backbone of our modern hymnol- 
ogy. Choose a number of these from. your 
church hymnal and have them read by 
different members of your society. 


ye 

Our more modern poets have also given 
us many fine utterances about God. We 
need to remember, however, that all poetry 
about God is not necessarily true. Liber- 
alism is to be found in poetic utterance as 
well as in prose. It may be even more 
subtle, because the thought may appear to 
be lofty and the expression polished. The 
Bible is our infallible standard. Let us 
learn to test what we read with the ham- 
mer of God’s Word, and discard that 
which does not ring true. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


August 7 to 13 

Mon.—1 Samuel 1: 9-18. Hannah’s Vow. 

PraYER SvuGGeEstTions: God graciously 
led Hannah: to the place of world bless- 
ing by the exceedingly rough road of soul 
travail. Toil and tears the way of 
righteousness are for God’s” people the 
birth-pangs of coming spiritual blessing. 
Hannah’s sorrows drove her along the 
blessed pathway of prayer and to making a 
vow, which when fulfilled blessed the whole 
world. The spiritual exercises of the child 
of God under trials of faith, while hard 


491 
(ie Ee oe 


Ly 
7 


A GOLDEN 
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Copyright 1933, Tao.Tea Co. 
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WE ARE COUNTED 
BEHIND THE TIMES 


WE STILL BELIEVE THAT “GOD 
SO LOVED THE WORLD that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 


WE UPHOLD THIS IN OUR 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LITERATURE 


We are pleased to send a full sample 
pack of our ordinary Sunday School 
Quarterlies and Papers, or a sample 
lesson of the ‘‘ Bible Expositor and 
Illuminator” (a Quarterly of 160 
pages) on application. 

ADDRESS 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 
Box 680 CLEVELAND, OHIO 



























R. O. T. C. Unit 
Fully accredited. 56 years of 
successful guidance in right 

, . corr duct 

and wholesome atti iy 
a's most historic loca- 

ced teachers. 


G: M .c.< Preparatory School 














** Opposite the Grand Central Station’ 


MURRAY HILL HOTEL 


Park Ave. 40th to 41st Sts. 
NEW YORK 


A delightful, distinctive hotel appeal- 
ing to conservative people .. . where 
a true personal interest is shown in 
your patronage. 
Pleasant, dious that 
range from $2 per day. 


Ideally Suited to 
Sunday School Times Readers 








In ordering goods or in making inquiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the ad- 
vertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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for the flesh to bear, are big with spiritual 
fruitage. “Is any ... afflicted? let him 
pray” (Jas. 5:13). Pray for Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, Ill., and for its President, 
James Oliver. Buswell, Jr., D.D. Wheaton 
enjoys the highest scholastic rating given 
to American colleges. Students enjoy the 
finest cultural surroundings in an unusual 
Christian atmosphere. The College begins 
its seventy-fifth year this fall. 
Tues.—1 Samuel 1 : 21-28. 
Hannah’s Vow Fulfilled. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Poignant sorrow 
compelled Hannah to pray and make her 
‘vow unto God. God produces wonderful 
spiritual effects in his people by exercising 
them in wholesome affliction. The Lord 
took Hannah at her word. He remem- 
bered and gave her her heart’s desire. The 
place of ‘her previous deep distress became 
the very place where she joyfully fulfilled 
her vow. Her tears were all gone as she 
made her public presentation of her God- 
given*son. They that sow in tears reap 
in joy. Pray for the Fellowship of Inter- 
cession in India, Burma, Ceylon, and other 
parts of the world, 3 Crookson Road, 
Richards Town, Bangalore, India. 
Wed.—1 Samuel 2: 1-10. Hannah’s Song. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Heavenly joy re- 
placed in Hannah’s heart the anguish of 
sorrow she had known previously. “The 
oil of joy” was given for mourning, and 
“the garment of praise” for that of heavi- 
ness. Her spirit rejoiced in the Lord and 
was exalted in God. She utters a song 
which gave Mary the inspiration for her 
Magnificat. The first stanza commences 
with the description of the depth of her 
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distress and the last one is a climax of 
joy in the God of her salvation. “The 
Lord . . . bringeth low, and lifteth up.” 
Pray for the Bible Institute of Los An- 
geles, 558 South Hope Strect, Los Angeles, 
a training school for Christian workers, 
that a large number of old and new friends 
may share in the work. 


Thurs.—Proverbs 31 : 25-31. A Worthy Woman. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Lemuel’s mother 
got her ideas of marriage and the chastity 
she exemplified from the Word of God 
(Ruth 3:11). She taught her son at a 
suitable time before his marriageable age 
the eight characteristics of the worthy wo- 
man: her priceless chastity, her husband’s 
confidence maintained, wifely goodness to 
the end of life, diligent care of her home, 
good will to the poor, preparation for 
emergencies, constructive business enter- 
prise, and kindness of speech, all of which 
win admiration from her family and honor 
from God. Pray jor Dr. Trumbull’s 
meetings this week (Ministers’ Week) at 
Mount Hermon, Cal. 
Fri.—Deuteronomy 6 : 1-9. 
Teaching the Children. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The _ Scripture 
enjoins upon parents the Christian edu- 
cation of their children. Truth must be 
taught before righteousness can be prac- 
ticed. Virtue is a unit and cannot exist 
unless the whole truth is taught. The dawn 
of childhood is the time to begin. Con- 


tinuance, steadiness, and uniformity are ~ 


necessary to success.. Only such parts of 
the Word of God as are intelligible to them 
should be taught. What is taught should 
be presented tenderly, interestingly, and 
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You will find God blessing your summer and fall Bible study. 
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The Moody Bible Institute Correspondence School 1 
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enforced by’ example. Thus have’ others 


before us done with everlasting blessing to 
their posterity. Pray for the Hebrew Chris- 
tian Alliance, 4530 North Menard Ave- 
nue, Chicago. Pray for the establishment 
and maintenance of local branches for the 
propagation of Christian agencies among 
the Jews. 


Sat.—Ephesians 6:1-9. An Ideal Household. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Reverence and af- 
fection should rule in the home. Where 
these are maintained, power to impart deep 
and lasting impressions of truth by par- 
ents, and to draw out the devotion of 
children exists in unusual force. God re- 
quires only that course that will produce 
and maintain causes of true happiness and 
when this is followed the spiritual effects 
will follow in due course. “Train up a 
child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it” (Prov. 
22:6). Pray for the Philippines-Borneo 
Faith Mission, with headquarters in Mus- 
kegon, Mich. They labor to found indige- 
nous churches in these islands. 
Sun.—Psalm 128. The Happy Home. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The divine de- 
scription of the happy home given in this 
Psalm centers around the table. Our 
blessed Lord Jesus also speaks of the “table 
in the kingdom of God.” Government in 
the home should be beneficent and holy, 
reminding one of the kingdom of right- 
eousness to come. The strong bonds of 
affection by which the family is connected, 
the interchange of kindnesses, and part- 
nership in hopes and fears, joys and ser- 
rows, resemble at their best the ‘supreme 
joys in the household of God. Families of 
this sort shall have the blessing of God. 
Pray for the work of The Austrian Peo- 
ple’s Mission, Pastor Max Monsky, Gen- 
eral Secretary, Urban Loritz Platz 7, 
Vienna, Austria. 
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